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Where should | be baptized? Who can baptize me?
Baptism symbolizes our entrance inly@hebelieve God has bestowed th
universal Body of Christ, the Church. responsibility of baptism on Pastorsg€
AFor even as t he OfphgdPastofalsTeasnnas The Oaks
many members, and all the membd¥&rfgfm the baptism.
. the body, though they are many, are one 3
_ . body, so also is Christ. For by one SpiMbdleshould | wear when | am baptiz
& | were all baptized into one body, wMeraen should wear shorts and g
Jews or Greeks, where slaves or fre€0lgd top rather than a swimsui
we were all made Mapweyl phprig Rr agwimsytped
Corinthians 12:13) Bring a change of clothes, a towel,
As a physical sign of a spiritual ®@thfor your wet clothes. We pro
baptism normally occurs in the contB}@céfto change. During the baptis
the local church and is often conn@{egear a white robe over these clo
with membership. At The Oaks, baptism

candidates include only those who WHl/have to say anything?

s=se=it8 potential to walk in community with udzither you or the person baptizing B
» —_- asked to briefly share your testimo

%~ The reasons are ot to immersion. Then, the person ba

=== 1This gives you the opportunity to tesfifp & Wi I 1 ~ask: AD
= your salvation before those who willtplgus Chri st as

==#ll=— you accountable and shepherd you. After an affirmative response on
—  2This gives us an opportunity to coverart 2l f ., t he bapt
)\~ with you, that we will pray for you andPyamd privilege to baptize you in th
“ with you as you grow in Christ. of the Father, and of the Son, and
W Holy Spirit.o Yo
‘\What | would | :jndﬁrr?he \gatgr. YRU gy \en jSteg
= ry off, and watch the others. Ong

- What if | am shy and do not want 1ol fiye. baptized e Sast CaNUIUENE

 baptized in front of the entire church?Pr@y over all of you and then you
. Often obedience to Christ means faciﬁalﬁw@ go and change.
~ fear of man. You will learn this even more
___ as you grow as a Christian. While th&reéS8 and Wh?-fe to” FSIOW U on
— o biblical mandate that you musfap@’my baptism? .
. baptized in front of the entire congre ﬂﬁh,Of BLE S bapnsm_serwces .take
- baptism does represent your entran GMSG“ SEISRE A B 10'15A -
the Church, and we therefore ask mFeam-asks—that"you-Tneciyy
| take this step. There is much joy t?Jb j 15 minutes before the servic
i found in trusting God for strength'na west. el e i et Hal!. :
pesees proclaiming your new birth before t;(/%dpam will RIEpare you fo ba_ptl
g8=5 church family. Please do not let fear9kEeyC any last minute information

=== you from walking in obedience. A
will be available to pray with you p
your baptism.

=

stor ; .
%rt ore information please con
member of our pastoral staff or the
office.



Where

should | be baptized?

Dear Baptism Candidate,
We are so excited to hear of your desire to bé bayptitedlife you now hajye
in Christ. For many, baptism is the first public step of obedience to our Lord. Rggar
where you are in your journey, your baptism will be very special and meaningfill. It
something to anticipate with joy!
We hope this information will help you better understand baptism and fnsv
of your questions regarding this ordinance. Please contact the pastoral staff at{[The
you have any questions.

May God bless you as you begin your journey with Christ!
-The Oaks Pastoral E}Faff

Why Should | be Saved?* and walked in His ways. We have sought
1. God created us for His glory. satisfaction in other things, and treated th
iBring my sons fr omasamere valuable thap God uvpigh is rt
the ends of the eareassesce offidolatry (Rom-A32ESineedsin f
glory. o-7)( 1 sai ah 43: 6came into the world we have all been dee
God made us to magnify His greathesgesistant to having God as osatisfying
way telescopes magnify stars. He createshsisre (Eph. 2:3). This is an appalli
to put His goodness and truth and beaugjfémsk to the greatness of God (Jet32:12
wisdom and justice on display. 4. Al | of us are su
The greatest di spl aygondenfnato@oddés gl ory
from deep delight in all that He is. This m@ame wages of sin is |
that God gets the praise and we getvéhbave all belittled the glory of God. Hc
pleasure. God created us so that He iBynesefering other things above Him. By
glorified in us when we are most satisfiegtdtitude, distrust, and disobedience.

Him. God is just in shutting us out from tt
2. Every human s h o enjogment iofvHis glorg fore¥€rchdedys
glory suffer the punishment of eternal destruct
iSo whether you eat amdrexclusionrrom the presbned ef the IL
do it all for the glgofy ¢fr 0GRdgPolly Cotin

If God made us for his glory, itis clear thagwe wor d Ahel l & i s
should live for His glory. Our duty comeg#Ri@ timéseleven times by Jesus Himsell
His design. So our first obligation is to|$SROWot a myth created by dismal and an
Godds value by beiphfichelsalt is & bdieff wahing fom ¢
is for us. This is the essence of lovings&Pdf God who died to deliver sinners fr
(Matt. 22:37) and trusting Him (1 Je#ni&Zurse. We ignore at great risk.

and being thankful to Him (Psalm40@% the Bible stopped here in its analysis of
is the root of all true obedience, espegiglh condition, we would be doomed ti

loving each other (Cot5):4 hopeless future. However, this is not whet
3. All of us have failed to glorify God gst o p s é

we should 5. God sent His only son Jesus to
Al I have sinned and pfo'é‘ideeterﬁahlﬁerahdm?f t he
Godo (Romans 3:23). fHere i a trustwort
Wh a t . does it mean a&c@ptan@ef (ﬁnllstl Jess ket hio tRisk worIT(
God?o0 't means tRate Nsimrepdeouyg 1hi@am.

and treasured God the way we shouldh¥Vgood news is that Christ died for sinn
have not been satisfied with His gredikess. He rose physically from the dead



to validate the saving power of His deathfamtiéo wh o b e Jdsiesvsaysi s h a
open the gates of eternal life and joy (b €or.e r t hi r We do ndt &aonhonir
15:20). This means God can acquit guilty sadwati®n. We cannot merit it (Ro#). 4t4s
and still be just (Rom.-2@&1 For Ch rby gracedhiraugh faith {EpRO)2:B is a free
sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteggpifis(Rom. 3:24). We will have it if we cher
bring us t o Caorgdoniello Gadldve allxhings (Matt. 13:44). When we do
is where all deep and lasting satisfactew $6s aim i n creat.i
found. glorified in us and we are satisfied in F
6. The benefits purchased by the deathfg@rever. The best news in the world is that 1
Christ belong to those who repent aigdno necessary conflict between our happi

trust Him. and Goddés holiness.
ARepent, then, and t u3od hask forisr Jesus Mmagnified Aim ay @
be wiped outo (Acts 3pehdute:
fiBelieve in the Lordgywees UsSayehmatite BRG WY O
savedo (Acts 16:31). fi me with joy in Your presence, with ete
ARepento means to |5luerarburgé§”&tal(6urth‘?grf

promi ses of sin. AfFai tho means being
W|th a” that God promises to be for us in*gégugiper. ©Desiring God Ministries. www.desiringGod.org
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What is the meaning of baptism?Vhy should | be baptized?
Baptism I'llTustrateWe €hei Bapsi zRaattho f
Resurrection. nAt t hat ti me, Jesu
iFor when you werewhapbaptdzedgoly wkater
with Christ, and in baptism you were also raised
with Christ. o (Col oWes aren baptizetd: td Ylprify God in Hi
commands and to find joy in our obedience.
Baptism illustrates my new life as a Christfanl e sus s ai d, 6Go th
i Wh e n someone b e ¢ candenmke tleem nty ldisciplest bapize them |
becomes a brand new person inside. Therddef the Father, the Son, and the Holy
has passed away an dandadhemteach tHermn fo @beyh everythimgeI¢
Cor. 5:17) commanded yaoe20). 06 ( Mat
ABy our baptism then, we were buried
and shared His death, in order that, just as\@&heast baptized to demonstrate we are trt
was raised from the dead...so also we maglitivipkes.
new |ife!odo (Rom. 6:M.). . many of the peo
Baptism does not make you a believernd wer e baptized. 0
illustrates what you already believe. Béiptiéen know t hat we ha\
does not isaved yoabeynHiys yourmahaist
does that. Baptism is like a weddingt risg
the outward symbol of the commitmentV/rpmg motives for baptism:
made in your heart. eBecause | want to join the church
AFor it is by gr ac ewhieobaptidmabyeimniesiennis sequirezl
faith...it is the gift of Godt by works, so thaembership, this ordinance is foremost an :
no one can Yoast. 0 obddipnie on the Bart of the believer. It st
be an act of worshipt just a way to join ¢
church.

Can my family be baptizédcause you wish your day wz
together? speci al as anot
Yés! If each membBfcause you like your current

understands fully the meanind“%e t_han your former pastor, a
baptism, and each one has pers ﬁlgh's as a good way to kno
placed his or her trust in ChrisP§BfF"- This type of attitude refleg
salvation, we encourage families grgeseléenteredness from whic
baptized at the same time. It e been saved. .
wonderful expression of commitment. Also, we should not mis

However, it is important to remetbef €N spiritua

that baptism is a personal statem&ﬁ’lnkéfrsti_on egp_eriegcel. B%pti_sr;]wt
faith, not a family tradition. 1§usy Ication (being declared righte

sometimes unwise to delay |9rCI X
baptism while waiting on fanyl
members to accept Christ, partic
children. This puts an undue pre
on them and delays your obedienc

red) will be accompanie
ts, trials, and pitfalls. We do
aptized every time we expe
victory over sin or become more §
about life in Jesus. If you find yq

i ”?
Can | be reaptized- ore like Jesus today than yest

This question should
prefaced by another deciding quegfi

iwas my Tirst s ' baldd for.
made from wrong  idihduthé ndther bagtismY
trusted in Christ to forgive your sins and However, if you were bap

were baptized, you do not need ‘i%rbﬁle wrong reasons (stated
baptized again simply because

have grown more at another chur8 @hd and the power of forgive
because you cannot rememberbg}

. _ Ry baptized again is perf
experience to the degree to Wh'dél}ff’a\%le_ B?e prepare%l to clarifywi
would like.

. arents or former pastor as to w
Let us say this lovihghpu b P

. feel your initial experience wa
do not need to be baptized a&é”rﬂji)r/]e P

aﬁﬁuhave never experienced the




