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Who  
should be baptized? 

EVERY PERSON WHO HAS ALREADY BEEN SAVED BY CHRIST.  

ñThose who believed and accepted His message were baptizedéò  (Acts 2:41) 

Where should I be baptized? 
Baptism symbolizes our entrance into the 
universal Body of Christ, the Church. 
ñFor even as the body is one and yet has 
many members, and all the members of 
the body, though they are many, are one 
body, so also is Christ. For by one Spirit we 
were all baptized into one body, where 
Jews or Greeks, where slaves or free, and 
we were all made to drink of one Spirit.ò (1 
Corinthians 12:12-13) 
As a physical sign of a spiritual truth,    
baptism normally occurs in the context of 
the local church and is often connected 
with membership. At The Oaks, baptism 
candidates include only those who have 
potential to walk in community with us. 
 
The reasons are two-fold: 
1.This gives you the opportunity to testify of 
your salvation before those who will hold 
you accountable and shepherd you. 
2.This gives us an opportunity to covenant 
with you, that we will pray for you and walk 
with you as you grow in Christ. 
 

What I would like to know isé 
 
What if I am shy and do not want to be 
baptized in front of the entire church? 
Often obedience to Christ means facing the 
fear of man. You will learn this even more 
as you grow as a Christian. While there is 
no biblical mandate that you must be   
baptized in front of the entire congregation, 
baptism does represent your entrance into 
the Church, and we therefore ask you to 
take this step. There is much joy to be 
found in trusting God for strength and   
proclaiming your new birth before your 
church family. Please do not let fear keep 
you from walking in obedience. A pastor 
will be available to pray with you prior to 
your baptism. 

Who can baptize me? 
We believe God has bestowed the       
responsibility of baptism on  Pastors. One 
of the Pastoral Team at The Oaks will  
perform the baptism. 
 
What should I wear when I am baptized? 
Women should wear shorts and a dark 
colored top rather than a swimsuit. Men 
may wear shorts or a swimsuit and a shirt. 
Bring a change of clothes, a towel, and a 
bag for your wet clothes. We provide a 
place to change. During the baptism, you 
will wear a white robe over these clothes. 
 
Will I have to say anything? 
Either you or the person baptizing you is 
asked to briefly share your testimony prior 
to immersion. Then, the person baptizing 
you will ask: ñDo you believe and confess 
Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior?ò 
After an affirmative response on your   
behalf, the baptizer will say, ñThen it is my 
joy and privilege to baptize you in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit.ò You will then be lowered just 
under the water. You may then step out, 
dry off, and watch the others. Once we 
have baptized the last candidate, we will 
pray over all of you and then you will be 
able to go and change. 
 
When and where do I show up on the 
day of my baptism? 
Most of our baptism services take place 
between our two services at 10:15AM. The 
Baptism Team asks that you meet them 
about 15 minutes before the service starts 
in the west hall next to Luper Hall. There 
the team will prepare you for baptism and 
give you any last minute information. 
 
For more information please contact a 
member of our pastoral staff or the church 
office. 



Where  
should I be baptized? 

Dear Baptism Candidate, 
 We are so excited to hear of your desire to be baptizedï and the life you now have 
in Christ. For many, baptism is the first public step of obedience to our Lord. Regardless of 
where you are in your journey, your baptism will be very special and meaningful. It is truly 
something to anticipate with joy! 
 We hope this information will help you better understand baptism and answer some 
of your questions regarding this ordinance. Please contact the pastoral staff at The Oaks if 
you have any questions.  
 
May God bless you as you begin your journey with Christ! 

-The Oaks Pastoral Staff 

should be baptized? 

Why Should I be Saved?* 
1. God created us for His glory. 
ñBring my sons from afar and my daughters from 
the ends of the earthé whom I created for my 
glory.ò (Isaiah 43:6-7) 

God made us to magnify His greatnessï the 
way telescopes magnify stars. He created us 
to put His goodness and truth and beauty and 
wisdom and justice on display.  
The greatest display of Godôs glory comes 
from deep delight in all that He is. This means 
that God gets the praise and we get the  
pleasure. God created us so that He is most 
glorified in us when we are most satisfied in 
Him. 
2. Every human should live for Godõs 

glory 
ñSo whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, 
do it all for the glory of God.ò (1 Corinthians 10:31) 

If God made us for his glory, it is clear that we 
should live for His glory. Our duty comes from 
His design. So our first obligation is to show 
Godôs value by being satisfied with all that He 
is for us. This is the essence of loving God 
(Matt. 22:37) and trusting Him (1 John 5:3-4) 
and being thankful to Him (Psalm 100:2-4). It 
is the root of all true obedience, especially 
loving each other (Col. 1:4-5) 
3. All of us have failed to glorify God as 

we should 
ñAll have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
Godò (Romans 3:23). 

What does it mean to ñfall short of the glory of 
God?ò  It means that none of us has trusted 
and treasured God the way we should. We 
have not been satisfied with His greatness 

and walked in His ways. We have sought our 
satisfaction in other things, and treated them 
as more valuable than God, which is the   
essence of idolatry (Rom. 1:21-23). Since sin 
came into the world we have all been deeply 
resistant to having God as our all-satisfying 
treasure (Eph. 2:3). This is an appalling    
offense to the greatness of God (Jer. 2:12-13). 
4. All of us are subject to Godõs just  

condemnation 
ñThe wages of sin is deathéò (Rom. 6:23) 

We have all belittled the glory of God. How? 
By prefering other things above Him. By our  
ingratitude, distrust, and disobedience. So 
God is just in shutting us out from the       
enjoyment of His glory forever. ñThey will  
suffer the punishment of eternal destruction 
and exclusion from the presence of the Lord 
and from glory of His mightò (2 Thess. 1:9). 
The word ñhellò is used in the New Testament 
twelve timesðeleven times by Jesus Himself. 
It is not a myth created by dismal and angry 
preachers. It is a solemn warning from the 
Son of God who died to deliver sinners from 
its curse. We ignore at great risk. 
If the Bible stopped here in its analysis of the 
human condition, we would be doomed to a 
hopeless future. However, this is not where it 
stopsé 
5. God sent His only son Jesus to     

provide eternal life and joy 
ñHere is a trustworthy saying that deserves full 
acceptance: Christ Jesus came into this world to 
save sinnerséò (1Tim. 1:15).  

The good news is that Christ died for sinners 
like us. He rose physically from the dead 



to validate the saving power of His death and to 
open the gates of eternal life and joy (1 Cor. 
15:20). This means God can acquit guilty sinners 
and still be just (Rom. 3:25-26). ñFor Christ died for 
sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to 

bring us to Godò (1 Pet. 3:18). Coming home to God 
is where all deep and lasting satisfaction is 
found. 
6. The benefits purchased by the death of 

Christ belong to those who repent and 
trust Him. 

ñRepent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may 
be wiped outò (Acts 3:19). 
ñBelieve in the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be 
savedò (Acts 16:31). 

ñRepentò means to turn from all the deceitful 
promises of sin. ñFaithò means being satisfied 
with all that God promises to be for us in Jesus. 

ñHe who believes in me,ò Jesus says, ñshall 
never thirstò (John 6:35). We do not earn our 
salvation. We cannot merit it (Rom. 4:4-5). It is 
by grace through faith (Eph. 2:8-9). It is a free 
gift (Rom. 3:24). We will have it if we cherish it 
above all things (Matt. 13:44). When we do that, 
Godôs aim in creation is accomplished: He is 
glorified in us and we are satisfied in Himï   
forever. The best news in the world is that there 
is no necessary conflict between our happiness 
and Godôs holiness. Being satisfied with all that 
God has for is in Jesus magnifies Him as a great 
Treasure. 
ñYou have made known to me the path of life; You will 
fill me with joy in Your presence, with eternal       
pleasures at Your right hand.ò (Psalm 16:11) 
 
*By John Piper. ©Desiring God Ministries. www.desiringGod.org 

What is the meaning of baptism? 
Baptism Illustrates Christõs Death and      
Resurrection. 
ñFor when you were baptized, you were buried 
with Christ, and in baptism you were also raised 
with Christ.ò (Colossians 2:12) 
 
Baptism illustrates my new life as a Christian. 
ñWhen someone becomes a Christian, he     
becomes a brand new person inside. The old life 
has passed away and a new life has begun!ò (2 
Cor. 5:17) 
ñBy our baptism then, we were buried with Him 
and shared His death, in order that, just as Christ 
was raised from the dead...so also we may live a 
new life!ò (Rom. 6:4) 
Baptism  does not make you a believerï it    
illustrates what you already believe. Baptism 
does not ñsaveò you; only your faith in Christ 
does that. Baptism is like a wedding ringï it is 
the outward symbol of the commitment you 
made in your heart. 
ñFor it is by grace you have been saved, through 
faith...it is the gift of Godï not by works, so that 
no one can boast.ò (Eph. 2:8-9) 

 

 

Why should I be baptized? 
We are Baptized to follow Christõs example. 
ñAt that time, Jesus came from Nazareth and 
was baptized by John in the river.ò (Mark 1:9) 
 
We are baptized to glorify God in His       
commands and to find joy in our obedience. 
ñJesus said, óGo then, to all people everywhere 
and make them my disciples, baptize them in the 
name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
and then teach them to obey everything I have 
commanded you.ò (Matt. 28:19-20) 
 
We are baptized to demonstrate we are truly 
disciples. 
ñ...many of the people who heard him believed 
and were baptized.ò (Acts 18:8) 
ñWe know that we have come to know Him, if we 
obey His commands.ò (1 John 2:3) 
 
Wrong motives for baptism: 

Because I want to join the church. 
While baptism by immersion is required for  
membership, this ordinance is foremost an act of 
obedience on the part of the believer. It should 
be an act of worshipï not just a way to join a 
church.  

Can my family be baptized  
together? 
 Yes !  I f  each member        
understands fully the meaning of     
baptism, and each one has personally 
placed his or her trust in Christ for   
salvation, we encourage families to be 
baptized at the same time. It is a     
wonderful expression of commitment. 
However, it is important to remember 
that baptism is a personal statement of 
faith, not a family tradition. It is      
sometimes unwise to delay your      
baptism while waiting on family      
members to accept Christ, particularly 
children. This puts an undue pressure 
on them and delays your obedience. 
 

Can I be re-baptized? 
 This question should be   
prefaced by another deciding question- 
ñWas my first decision to be baptized 
made from wrong motives?ò If you truly 
trusted in Christ to forgive your sins and 
were baptized, you do not need to be 
baptized again simply because you 
have grown more at another church or 
because you cannot remember this 
experience to the degree to which you 
would like.  
 Let us say this lovinglyï you 
do not need to be baptized again     

because you wish your day was as 
special as another personôs baptism or 
because you like your current pastor 
more than your former pastor, and you 
see this as a good way to know him 
better. This type of attitude reflects the 
very self-centeredness from which we 
have been saved. 
 Also, we should not mistake 
sudden spiritual growth for a ñsecondò 
conversion experience. Baptism follows 
justification (being declared righteous in 
Godôs eyes). Your sanctification 
(becoming what you have already been 
declared) will be accompanied by 
doubts, trials, and pitfalls. We do not get 
baptized every time we experience  
victory over sin or become more excited 
about life in Jesus. If you find yourself 
more like Jesus today than yesterday, 
then God is merely fulfilling His promise 
to conform you to the image of His Son. 
This is cause for celebration and     
worshipï but not another baptism. 
 However, if you were baptized 
for the wrong reasons (stated earlier) 
and have never experienced the peace 
of God and the power of forgiveness, 
being baptized again is perfectly      
suitable. Be prepared to clarify with your 
parents or former pastor as to why you 
feel your initial experience was not 
genuine.  


